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EDUCATION OR SCHOOLING? 


IN TODAY'S SCHOOLS we see a process of what is commonly called 
"education".Most people praise "education" and valve it highly. 
However,if what we see in the existing institutions of learning 
is "education" we would be wiser to condemn rather than mondone 
it.For what exists infact is an education industry which prosti- 
tutes learning to serve the ends of the commercial society in 
which we live (‘trade,industry and profits being the gods).The 
purpose of schooling today is to socialise young people in its 
Own image to perpetuate society as it exists at present. 

The schooling system we observe today attempts to mould the 
minds and bodies of the vulnerable ones (all of us by law remem- 
ber) who pass through its claws.Schooling imposes goals,ideals 
and character rather than allowing individuality and freedom 
(dirty words!).Conformity is a god to worship as it makes useful 
submissive citizens.sauthoritarian dogma,petty and illogical rules, 
and humiliating punishments like lines,detention,the belt or cane, 
sarcasm and insults are used to help secure conformity. 

In addition the schooling system is riddled with competition 
and meaningless goals,this involves also the artificial compart- 
mentalisation of subjects for study.The highest value is placed on 
exam success,even though this usually has no relevance for one’s 
future occupation.[t does,however,show that the student has 
sufficient stamina and resistence to tedium and irrelevance bO 
make them good workers who know their place and what is good for 
them. 

What constructive proposals can be made to help rid the wrongs | 
of this repressive, authoritarian,undemocratic system of schooling? 

Basic changes must be made to enable people to seek education 
on a voluntary basis instead of being forced into schooling. 

We would wish to see: 


“No coercion, that is voluntary choice concerning 0)0 
education and subjects.This would mean the end of schools 
as they exist today. 


No artificial difference in status between those who teach 
and those who learn. 


“No competitive element. 
“NO exams,assessment,or compulsory syllabus. 


Individuals alone to decide what to learn,how much,when and 
from who,and to what level of attainment. Aft er ali, forcing 
someone just helps to ruin any actual or potential ende 
in a subject. 


Of course this sort of transformation cannot occur in the 
field of education while the rest of society is unaltered: To; have 
an educational set-up geared to people's needs and whishes we 
need a completly new social system controlled by ths whole com- 
munity and run in the interests of all the people,not for the 
profits of a small minority.Human happiness, individuality and 
freedom should be of paramount importance, both in the field of 
education and wider in society as a whole.We must never forget 
that school kids are equal though younger human beings. 


Cath Gascoigne. 


SOME NOTES ON DE-SCHOOLING AND ITS- IMPLICATIONS 


DE-SCHOOLING simply stated refers to a process whereby schools as 
a separate institution within society catering for a specific age 
group of the population,are gradually dissolved into the wider 
community. ai 

Advocates of such a process vary in their estimates of how 
far 62 ۶901۲ rapidsucn a process should,be,but all see schools a 
present as an alienating force incapabale of providing people 
with the abilities needed to get along in the modern world. 

The developement of more and more re-tréining courses for 
people in industry and for teachers themselves is a partial recog 
nition that it is no longer possible (if it ever was) to learn 
a "body" of knowledge in early life that will be sufficient to 
cope with problems throughout life.The increasing pace of techno- 
logyccak change has suggested to some that we need to learn from 
the start,not a set volume of knowledge in various compartment- 
alised subjects,but rather the techniques and methods of seeking 
out information and teaching ourselves.This also needs to be a 
much more co-operative activity than the individual competitive 
climate promoted in schools today. | 

At first this might seem to imply a new,even more elevated 
status for schools and teachers as the providers of such techniq- 
ues,and this might initially be the case.But once people have 
started to teach themselves in a co-operative fashion the distinc- 
tive role of teachers must eventually disapear.You no longer have 
a situation where what is learnt is strictly defined and controlled 
by teachers and educational administrators,who then appear as i 
‘suthorities" to be respected. (T) | | 

Self-seeking of information cannot of course be carried on ; 
adequately within the confines of a class room,so immediate’ y the 
compulsory nature of school attendance is called into question, and 
here problems begin to arise,for the school is not merely .a neutral 
institution providing education,it is in its very form a means of 
social discipline and social grading.Some loosening of school 
attendance rules parallel to "“flexi-time" arrangements for workers 
might be possible,but complete de-schooling demands vast changes 
in many other aspects of society. | 

For the functions of the school to be absorbed into the wider 
community, shat "ccamuni ty" must its self be opened up.This. would 
involve not just she occasional "works visits" with a lecture from 
the managing director to follow,but a continual to and fro..of 
people and information at all levels of activity in factories, 
offices,hospitals -everywhere! It would require people with time 
to spare and an interest in their work for its own sake,something 
existing commercial society montinually prevents.Such time could 
only be found in a soiety that progressively eliminates all waste 
and socially useless work. (2) Not only would work situations have 
to be opened up,but also the restrictive monogamous relationships 
in their present institutionalised form that are still the educa- 
tional environement of most young children. 

The de-schooling idea if not taken to itslogical conclusion 
Will inevitably be defeated by the arguments of liberal education- 
alists-theso-called "practical" people of this world.¥For instance 
Maureen O'Connor in the Guardian (July'73) demonstrates theoreti- 
cally that any/for de-scooling within the present social framework 

would only increase the educational advantages of better off 
workers.Although she accepts the myth of school as the only pro- 
vider of opportunities for the poor,neglecting the "failures" 

that are creited,there is still some validity in her arguments. 
They can only be answered by making de-schooling both theoreti - 
cally and practically onepart of a programme for the complete 
transformation of existing socitty. /success 

` Some changes can be made within the existing framework of 

society. "Free" schools for instance operating on the preriphery | - 
of the existing state school system can provide examples and 


ee ee سشپى‎ 


pointers towards new non-compulsory methods of education.The 
growing self-organisation of students and radical teachers in 
state schools may carve out some areas of freedon, (4) but 4 
revolution is required through out society if any major change 
is to take place. 
Mike Ballard 

References: = | 

1 "Teaching as a Subversive Activity" Neil Postman and 
Cherles Welngartner. 

R2) "School is Dead" Everett Reimer. 

(2) "The Great Brain Robbery" Keith Paton. 

(3) "Libertarian Education" periodical. 


IDENTITY AND ABILITY 


Introduction 

Some time ago John Holt was asked by the editors of the 
"Educational Nevws",N.Y.0. 

"If schools were to take a giant step forward this year, 
toward a better tcmorrow,what should it be?" 

Holts answere was, 

"Tt would be to let every child be the planner,director and 
assessor of his own education,to allow and encourage him with 
the inspiration and guidance of more experienced and expert 

people,and as much help as he asked for,to decide what he is to 
learn,when he is to learn it and how well he is to learn itso 
would be to make our schools instead of what they are,which is 
jails for children,into 4 resource for free and independent 
learning,which everyone in the community of what ever age could 
use as much or as lithke as he wanted." 

This undated quotation comes from a book published in 1970. 
While there have been a few minor changes in the educational 
system,some forward some backward,it is certain that this ideal 
state of affairs is a long way in the future.in the meantime we 
should all be looking closely at what is happening in our schools 
to the Large majority of children who are forced to attend then, 
because by being aware of what schools do to children we can help 
the children we have coi.tact with to combat the system.One aspect 
of the miseducation system 1s the way in which children are 

abelled for varicus reasons in terms of ability and the affect 
this has on their opportunities, choices and choice making ability. 
Fixed Ability? 

During the first six years of a childs life he learns a great 
deal,from physical manipulaticonto verbal communication, It is 
generally felt by educationalists that after these first years 
educationally a childs ability has been fixed, and he simply plays 
the cards that have been dealt to him by fate-However a childs 

educational ability may not be fixed in this way av all, ےہ‎ 
it may be the expectations of his ability which are 160 . پا‎ is 
true that the difficulty cf so-called "culturally deprived" 
children can and occassionally are overcome,as similarly the 
apparently advantaged child can in some gituations become an 


educational failure. 

The concept of fixed ability is based on the beliefe that 
a childs capacity forlearning is fixed and measureable. The use of 
intelligence or 1.Q.tests which label children in different ways, 
such. as averageor above or below average can affect the rest of 
the childs future.Both through his own self-conception and the 
teachers behaviour towards him, because a teachers behaviour to- 
wards cach pupil is modified by his conception of cach pupils 
character and capabilities.One of the predetcrminates of a childs 
ability is seen as sociel class.Social class analysis has shown 


that children from the Lower end of the scrial scale and with 
poor enviromental conditions (by"widdle class"standards) tend 


to do less well acodemacaily than nore socially advantaged - 
children. å یا کو‎ e of 80013: class anélysis or simply class 
prejudice leads to labelling queliries the teachers expectations ~ 


of 2041:4621 pupiis.Both 1I.y.tersting and social class analysis 
have a tendency soo be self-fuiflliin:. | | 
Language. 

Another aspect of th. fixed ebiiity idca alse related to 
secial class is the devclo.rement Cf two aaffersat bynes of. ran- 
guage yor lingvistic ا‎ a me *slaoorated' and üne "restricted". 
Toe former is che wider use ci ات‎ 6 wolch ie not. context 
bound and 19 used for رووا‎ uirrering pucposes.lu is the Language 
of explandtion. and disoriptiou and is 2600 213 30 to most “middle 
class children by the time they reaeh*scnool ace. "Restricted" 
language is context pourjd,iacks aesorinvion and expLanation,it is 
also familiar -to the “midcie SoS" chiid but is the chly language 
available. to most “workiug ciass" chiid:’en.This distinction 
reflects a diffcrsace in child rearing pracviecs and culture 
rather than intelligence.Fovever the school is nesesserily con-= 
cerned,in its present form,witu Che tranesmissicn and developement 
of "elaborated" language and mecsnings-This puts ‘She "working class" 
child at a disadvantage which ne may never overcome, not only 
because he may never learr cc understand 41:3 teachers, but also 
because his teachers may fail to sec 9704 his restricted 
language to aspects ofhimself which ne has not learned to concept- 
ualise,and in censcqucres the child is seen as lacking educational. 
ability. 
Time Perspectives. 


"Middle class" and “working class"pecple ore often thought to 


~ 


have different time per 87 ۰ The "micdie class‘are supposed 

to have a future oricutated tims perspective which leads to a : 
tendency to defer gratificetion,whereas the “working class" are 
supposed to be orientated ic the prosent anc seek immediate | i 
gratification. If this is trues, ,su it may wet be to a certain 
degree,it is hardly suprising sinse the"middle cists" person is 
more Likely to be in a rositicn to pian ahead.As 2 consequence 
of these differing time pneragveccives and a good deal of “seeing 
things as they really are" "middle tless"chiidren tend to seek 
further education because or its icne Term advanvages whereas 
"working class"childre. are move iikely to leave school at the 
minimum age.Therefore the “riddle siags"chii3d is more likely to 
see some relevance in school work whereas tre“working class"child 
may seem tc be lazy and usinvolved because ov the lack of relevance 
sehool has for him.Most teachers core from the game cultural 
packground ard adhere to sne sams time perspectives as their 
"middle class"pupils.Thcy tend to view these pupils therefor in 

a more favouradle light.: culturally formed tims perspective, 
where it exists,is not necessarily any tndization of 4 childs 
educational abilitv,bus because of this cultural difference the 
child with the wrone"psrspechive may, 21S we have seen,be Labelled 

by their teachers as lazy and as a povential failu 
Sex 

~ Social Glaser is not the only identity factor which affects 
teachers. judgement of children.4oun the childs Sex and age are 
important. 

While little acknowledgexnert is given to the differences made 
between boys and girls at school, acceoting: that girls at birth do 
not have a lesser abiligy than boys it is surprising that far 

more boys than girls apply to soc ego نود میم‎ seek some other 
form of further cducaticn.Sex roles play a part in the „gd uca tional 
performance of girls since the majority of shem are brought up 
expecting to marry and gives up work et least for some time.Girls 
are expetted in our society to de aore passive than boys,so their 
motivation and participation in school work and ectivities tends 


tO be less then bovs.There is 2 danger of these differences being ; 


~ 


~ ۹ 
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judged as differences in ability which has become fixed at an 
early ageel would suggest that these differences have to be 
continually reaffirmed by society throughout a girls school 
career for them to be maintained. 


LEC. 

A childs age not only determines when he begins schoot or 
when he leaves it,it also jetermines what is expected of him at 
schoo! .Children are most irvariaviy grouped according to age 
and judged collectively with their peers.Waile it is clear to 
both parents and teachers: at what stage ln reading aevelopemen”, 
for example,a child has reachea,the must important criteria under 
the present educaticral system is not his echievemsnt as a 
individual but how dces he compare wish other chiicren of 
own age.This creates toe nécsessity for testing of soms ki 0 
that 1t Is made clear to cach member of a class his posit i 
bias class.Testing may be aċventageous tc the child who's reading 
ability is for instance at a higher level than the rést-of the 7 
class,thcugh this is a dubious- assumption because the pressures 
UC remain- at the top may swamp his ability to diversify. Testing 
is Likely to be disadvantageous to tne chiid at the bottom end 
of she class who is almoss csrtainly as abie as the too chiid 
but who has not developed his reading sxill at the same rate and 
is already in the cearlv stages of bis school career Labelled as 
lacking ability. 

Conclusion, 

Within the concept of fixed ability then testing and ste 
ining is not only natural but necessary even though for most 
children (and adults) the Pork produced is in no wey indicative 
cf their actual ability and know) sdge-Both tests and examinaticns 
are prepared for and much of ‘the mitra یں‎ "crammed" is soon 
forgotten, for scme pupils wac sufror acute anxiety on such occas- 

Lone it is forgotten 6 3ت‎ ohe icone tion itself.The rcgurse- 
tation of material in anv case does not prove. that the pupil 
actually understands ils. 

71211811۳ I think that a childs early environement aid resuiting 
identit? must to a degree atfect his reactions to school. 660 
of seeing this as an unchangeable ervity.1i 03131676 that Ít is 
the school by defining the children in particuiar ways and ry 
tiuving to force them inv. He sehools idea of what they should 
be, actually prodvces the results urcen which the 1Qdea or 868 

she initial differences Decwesn‏ تب 1s based ,and‏ بات ےد 0ا 
chi Laen,‏ 
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Katie Hall 
We hope to contirue with a discussicn of language and sociai 
class in future issues. 
Sse alsc “Language and Class-A critical Icok at the Vs oe sea gh 
cf Basil Bernstein" by Harold Rosen, Felling Wall Press 
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AND CLASS CONSCIOUSSN. 
~-a few points, 


AUTHORITARTAN CONDITIONIN 


the most pressina probleina ہیلع‎ Socialists at the moment must surely : 
be: how zo account jor ine apparent failure of the رم سے‎ 

movement and how are we to proaress in the future? J's now 123 years 
since iuarx and Enceds waote the Communist wani~esto, wet the only 

progress we can report is that many thousancs op young. zadicals and 
LejA-winaers are still being drawn into parties anc croups that are a 

gaross caricature of ihe bourgeois society that iney 40 readily condemn a 

Fon all their talk of principled Leadership." and aisina the 
conscioussness o the 'masses'’ they have Little influence and remain 

in warrine. Leninist Factions e Their main contribution has been to 
neiniorce the prevailing mrtiz~ications og modern capitolist society: 

the need ¿or Leadership; «at the majority are incapatle of transfor- 

ming society on their own -- that this Zod has to ve done by sone 

vanguard (bu definition an elitist minority: that will baing about -a 
change Zor, or rather despite, Ne nest of society; - that men need the 
compulsion of the state -- albeit a "ores State’, In short, they 

are of Litite threat to the ruling class in counrieds wiere ihe 

material and ideolocicul conditions do not eate the need {04 a 

Bolshevik rzevoduiion and the consecuent enercence of a siate حر‎ 

AD ۶2ھھص!ھ‎ ۰ 


Ultinciely che .uesiion musi boil down io ہمعوہ‎ "dh, do the caploited 
nasses accent their own ecjoiiation and repression as natural and 
aažional:" JZ we can answer žhis we ma be on the wa tawara chang- 

-ing. ine MALEM. Uf course 0% our Tota pint iren the answer ہے‎ 

simpre سب‎ it all boils down io a queation O 'principilea یں ا‎ gel 

Rp pparentiy the Lust hali-ceniurzy of working class hisiory hes been 

one of ‘'betacuale' bu nevolurionaru Leaders, the incorreai theorer— > 
-ical undersiundine. 62 those leaders, the class collaboration of the 
trade unions! burcancracy, and the consequent acceptance by the 

workers ےہ‎ the poison of resorunrism. Kowever AMEY pail #0 answer 

certain Odin naa ziona -- why have the won (who are apparently 
iust chunpine at the Jit „ot nevolartion, rzepeatecl accepted these 
betnauals? wei A GAA that is needed dd a ل‎ based on these with ; 
a COME rconedcical AAP. o the historical circumiances', have they 
been unable to Joram one? wost importantly they gail to question how 

an equalitarian, paee and humane society can ve built bu parties, cend 
conseçuenilu people, basing ihein ideology aan the best bourceods 
inaditions o/ nanipulation, Leadensiiip, blind ر‎ Lod LowdANng Of tre Fant 


line, and the revealing of sacred truthe {AON the Witting Or ' neat 
maricta', They wiht 2 mutter somethina clout it being 
'dialectical’ and naz J nemoin in chouc-cuckoo-lend. For “ihe moment 


we can Leave these unzortunate would-be cenata an ACCACH Ol their 
non-erisient amits, — 


A somewhat more convincing متس‎ is put by more sophisticated 
Ceninisis ane nan, genuine, but native ع١۰‎ lutionarics. The wilt 
talk about the mecia (television, radio, papers and advertising being 
in the hands of the ruling classe* ith their all Reading infiuence 
in oui 10۵ ص2‎ it suprisinc, they will ack, thot auling class ideas 
are so widely held bu the exploited ai opnresoed. Un; otter, the 
situation is not as sainwisiic a ihis would SUORA A» jnceed the 
arcument in incorrect ron Q marxidd point O view =- {or it aver #0 
* e.a. (rom "Time to Change Course", the ENA CPCB analysts! : 

Net, although this machinery of contiol und Aeprcsaion 44 AWAYA 
ےمم‎ to it, the draw tish ming. class aües not aule مم‎ o even 
mainly by the direct we Of this Appaicilid.e J+ also rules bu ihe torce 

02 مل‎ ideas, By heir coninol over the mass media, education and 
UL other means O ۔‎ influencing people" 4 ordnions, bu virtue of the 
foce of iueas ins Lled initio people's mince OU dec رمع‎ žie cap- 
ižalists have been atte tö persui ide the maisiity OF working people 

thai Zhe present nuiens sioude. be 424 in charge because "ihe know $ 
mone chous such thines than we co". 


aa 


ideas a power 0٥ totally overarice the material concitions Of Life, 
sirangely idealisiic or our cidliecticat mat LALA A e Indeed tis 
argument would suggest that the Socialist Revolution is impossilde --- 
Zor how could the propagenda o} socialists possibiy hope to overcome 
this banrrcoe of 0٥0ا)‎ ideodoc:: ۴ 


So we are forced io dock jurther غلمّ‎ (or any intimation oZ the answer; 
to Look žo an area hat raa, MAX ۸ CEN Loath. žo touch, the no-mans= 
dand wher 2 only Libertarians hove dared to irea Authoritarian Condit- 
ioninde* To anclive this arcunent we mist brie gly examine the. Live 

of an average working class hid. tite parents cre pro-monarcyy, 


pairiviic , xenophobic, anti-dope, racist (toan extent), sexist, anti- 


Athike, anii-dstudent, |= . ہہ‎ enti-Lonaiciz ~- in sort the 
OEE Baitish worker, a do E course it matters litte wether he 
UG Liou ou Toray. From the moment o iritžih the process O; ۔‎ ecaning 


to 1 vecins, Rigii and obsessionnd pounis MMM by AMROSANCG. 

IE کرک‎ ceeding times on the kid, then Lalit porting hobito and مه‎ 
it crows a ارف‎ older the inctcctiin of " aoud habits and maænners" 
The ‘Lid decans that rebellion of uny sort io Lichle to Ua punished on. 
drected ca an ubberation of a childish mind. He جب‎ 0 trae the 

7 می مطْب‎ the one who dishes cut the punisi Lent pethet becomes مرن‎ 
hated with cuthoriiyu. Un reaching skocd-cae the cid Lecansa thart teach- 
en iA anotner source OZ ہلال تناد‎ tric guthoniiu atso diriieds cut 
ہے سے ساٹ‎ eiiner امھ عاونا‎ dete citer skool ot dn auring ‘pda. 
time’. Skool teaches kids that work must Le Cone curina cettain hota 
ond dima آارعلم امت‎ musi te resiricted ہے‎ duaicrous 15 minute peridas~-— 
the implication o course seine that wort ance play mudd dye seeta. 


No Lecans that his natin abilities will ve meu led, und tre fear 
o2 2 tune se not veina acaderiê tiy inded., Thus even ct an early 
ade ne is learning a mode of beicuiour totall: suited to CAAA 


societe he's de canning to {ONO yomedhing tA engenders 
‘ouercompenscacions! i ands .ےہ‎ authority is Minet anc nia pect ana . 
ور تن رات‎ eA of- sexualita 44 21 into nraucery**, ind 40 the 
process من‎ on ***, the ena ا داع‎ is nore ihan a sample ovectence 
oA LONAG AO hase AN COA, L'S a wide معن‎ DA LUCAUAL 
mird < suited to an auiroriiniun social Ates This person 


~ 


RS a: that the vast m LOA On ê exploited and manip-‏ سای 


- 


ts 


ulated have Lone ely inieanaisec i nd deneli accepted ane 0ء‎ 
۲٢۵4۵ anc tues (gor example. such conce ats as heie, the division 
of نل ت۸‎ ihi مہ لن مان‎ and OMOEA , 30س‎ py ana ihe 
7090 of. sex-toles) ang. consider żem intiinmicd =i ALANA ' 

From As Je Don't See Jt ےم‎ 12 by Sodiacrtt: Taidon 


** See Soiidarity's "The Janrationk in| Poi!" alihouch Ailey 
peran overzemanarsdse tre hunan 72 re ہی ہے‎ (or a Ci Age 
of tiie aspect see "The Sexual iclitics of 7, dy felel, 

ANN (Ep OF} Socd AAD SLAINQONG ہے‎ 


*** For a pretty jou ancl anin O the role üj- Uniuertaiiieds see Ante 

stucent ara De- a Cuestior .م*٭‎ .. uu Dou Dent esga “idthough in this 

an aqeni 0 L‏ مت wes the teccher who WA unconsciously acting‏ رے مہہ 

ME کا ںی‎ tite nosi senious puo iiem dies in the t Licentia tremseluese 

ian žimes dt is the stucento whe prevent discussion which is nož: on 

ihe AW gor geur ihat it Tmiahit not heli žien in iheir exile 

This jetb-poLicine aspect ü dtucent سر‎ nione is in sone Ways 

the gasis of siudent rem! ter 12 nears uf succeeding in the 

dco oling sustem, we have deeply inteancLlised the cuthoritu aelations 

Oe ANZ elas ROOM, Hence At is "و‎ por the wmihcrities co callow a 
little raxistin in conircl becouse the siudeni hia Lene to conirodl 

PEN EPS When this begins to baeuk down, however, discipline will 


begin Ao arnt en upe" Bob Dent, p.1. 


becomes cit og the ver: idea OR ,neecrm, or AUC E sudaedsiton comes 

upon rzationilinciion thi prevent the Listener from zeclisiig that their 
whole dives ara wisted working + for an abaurd susiem that deqrcdes and 
exploits theme Such cn analı Mdd does not suger grom the idecLisa of 
the previcus one, ou these very ideas and ideals become a part of the 

persons behaviour == in short a miterial cundiiicn. 


But the susien is Ancapaie OZ aepiočucina itsel: inaepinitely An this 
be The very nature o- hand SOCAL. compels the workers to ALLE 
against it, cconomic dite forces men عہ‎ women žo come. لف‎ at AN 
لسسم‎ cid institutions ò a defersive naire, indeed ihe ver fact 
af being human necedssititers AUN irnstiruticns <n CAL aspects a2 dive س‎ 
no maike% how thorough the conditionina: 
"Gn short, neither ihe امیا‎ powera 6.2 the centa dived 
State nor the teachinw Op MUA. hetaed und pAtiles 
UE wich come, adorned with ihe citriuut<d of رپس ۰ے‎ 
fanom ارہ ہا“‎ prilosc, DREAD and BGCAGLG. Ad44, could weer out 
the feline o kunan sodidaerituy CEE, Lodced in men's 
undersžaændina Gane heart, ECE Lt aid bein Ped z add 
ou proceedina evodution. (F e KAI و سا لے نے کن‎ Rutuch rid , p29 5) 
Economic mata 0ن‎ women out “co worl, this has resulted in a 
GesAnNe fon | equudiu!’ an employs nent cna in Zhe home. This desire for 
to, quality ' results in the wifes questionini o, the males’ dominance: 
and the podority Op the کے سی ہر‎ Jndineciu: tris con dead to a 
questionine bi: the chided of the athrorityu-rzeletions in the pamily -- 
who sahoula ie مض ہز مد‎ fear, Zather; mother, both on nei ther? (sitness 
the oncwth o2 the so-ceclicd Li اما‎ Jcumitu). The decline o} menu of the 
old inperialiat nowers has resulted in the dectiine of the concepts of 


nation choru and unitis ‘revdously these hic acted وت‎ a conesive 
sorce in Shae —divided sociein wh ea cL ekse had Lailed*® =-~ hut with 
the collapse of are لات‎ this palliciive has Lani ۲ ,diled to stop 


workers excmining iheir oun eccnemic stiucritone The PERT ge these 
(and other ¿:ctors) can onlu be a crisis in the values of modern 
AOCALAL Le ih. سےا‎ 


The crisis in Aacditicnal moro nar Led Ao the Lorzanction of such 
OUPA نمت‎ Women.” 4 Lib, Gay Lit و مات‎ ane the ظا‎ so-called "ner= 
missive societ”. The néed Zor mutuct cid throws up such crAcups aw 
Chainaunrs Unions, Tenants SOCAN, Squititer's Manociition etc, liany 
o£ these” people are in the process of attemptina to chance their own 
ideas and hope udu, iheir own Lifestyles i 
vet all this is a painfully stow pricks and one hut capitalism is 
Chines seeking to سد‎ The Trade unions are becomina ditile more 
than adjuncts O; the ote, rYexucl diveraction becomes sexual exploitation, 
jex is used to sell everything {rom chuculate 40 POA ملف‎ J P hippy 
ECounterz-culiure was commencialised and even cupe is cenievine a sott of 
ren ر یسل اع فب تم‎ all tie'best' people لنٹ‎ no doubt it'd soon be 
legalisede Copitidiom . is c highly ~lextite sustem und one ther wa 
ufrřen adapt ذم‎ aaa to meet cnd ceconudcte anu che llense == Ou attemnt to 
smash those مسطۃ‎ it can! te 


What shoute be the attitude of Sowelinin to these cracanivations? To 

my mind it is insuficient to waite them all Opp co mere rzeLorameet 
movementse We Ah guld be cttemptina to show ne (positive, vetu تر ر0 ات نہ‎ 
nek copects G7 سس ےت‎ stiuacikes ~- whilst ct the sume thine pointing Our 
the Jailurze of rzcformiom to sodus many of Uwit مہعل'' نے‎ This is not 

to sau thar we میمت‎ ure nci in the nee of anu dempnittiLicatiam, ** 

By engaging. in constructive diclocue with such coups we can ct žhe very 
minimum extend Gur own undersiancin of capitalist societ cend exiend 

our cwn Level of socidist consciousness. A purely PIO PUL: nia approach 


a 


a 


* And theu still do to a Large extent e.g. the idiotic “I'm Backing 
Britain Cenpcian" started by three tupista (Subac quently mode redundant) 
to do an extra hclf-hours wice MMe a day gor free in ine nctionad z 
AAEM! « 

** Manu Socialisis still retin HEMA bigoted views, purrticulartly in 


7 
~t - 


ia doomed to ,مسانۂ‎ workers hove been hecrina ھ٥ امللفعل‎ propcganca 
gor ears unc the epfect hius been minimale IA is oniu یا‎ c combination 
. of xzevolucionirzyr propaganda, consiruciive dialoque ana enco wiicement og 
the positive (revoluiiönou, express or implied) of these ممدمپ‎ that 
- we can siert the revolution. J would suacest that this is the only 
wey we can vacak down the aut uritcrtiin conditioning ane zcplace 
aienczion bu class solidarity; tren we can UCegin 40 PAURES» 


Bol liter 


NOTE: Copies of the article,"Solidarity,theMarket and Marx"by 
Adam Buick are still available on request.Also a few copies of 
cur first issue with a critique of the Socialist Party ofGt 
Britain by Davy Denaldscn. 
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American Situaticnist document, publishedI972. 
Contains: articles on: - 
i 2° تا جج 0وت‎ of the Spectacle 

Sexual Poverty 
Spanish Civil war 
Councilism | 
History of the ST ee و‎ 


POST SCARCITY ANARCHISM 
By Murray Bookchin.Ramparts rress.£1.5C 


THE TYRANNY OF SvURUCTURELESS NESS 
: Deals with the formation of elites in informally organised 
groups. Originally published in America and reproduced in 
this country by some womens lib@srcoups. 


THE POLITICS OF HOMOSEXUALITY 
By Don Milligan.Pluto Press. 20p 


THR RECURRENT CRISIS OF LONDON 
G.l.o-Anti-report on theDevelopers.50p 


TAKE OVER THE CITY 
Community struggles In itaiy.Lotta Continua. 20p 


Most publications referred to here can be obtained from 
"Rising Free"197 Kings Cross Ro2d,London,¥.C.l. — 
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' Belated thanks are due to our friends Jenny Jones and 
Lorraine and Ed Russell for helping with the producticn 
of the last issue of our “occasional” journal. 
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MARX AND FROMM 


THERE HAVE BEEN several unsuccessful attempts to graft the ideas of Freud on 
to the body of Marxist theory to provide a criticism sad explanation of 
society at a psychological as wëll as a socio-eccuomic level. There is 
certainly a need to enrich Marxism in this way but the biolegical 
orientation of Freud and his Hobbesian view of man made uniiy between an 
undiluted Freud and Marx impossible. r 


Freud's biological orientation can be exaggerated, His final theories 
contain both social and biological elements,al.thouga he didn't develop the 
social elements very fav. This was cone by Freudian revisionists, 
principalty Fromm, Horney anc Sullivan who hecame nown as the nev-Freudians. 
The neo-Freudians greatly reduced in importance the bio! rgical element and 
stressed the interpersonal and-social aspect of personality» This can be 
seen in Fromm's approzsh te the Oedipus conilict: 


"In seeing the Oedipus complex as the central phenomenon of 
psychology Freud has made one of the most important discoverics 
in psychology. But he has failed to give it adequate 
interpretation...neithor the sexual attraction nor the resulting 
conflicts are the essential in the fixation of children on their 
parents. As long as the infant-is ‘small it is quite naturally 
dependent- on the -parents,but this dependance doss nov... 
necessarily imply a restriction. of the child's own™spontaneity. — 
However wien the parents,acting as the agents of society,start to 
suppress the child's sponvaneity and indepéulence the growing 
child feels morc and more unable tc stand on its own fc2t; it 
therefore seeks for the magic helper and orten makes the parents 
the personification of ‘him'...the need fcr being relaiod to such 
a symbol of authority is not caused by th» coitinuetion of the 
original sexual attraction to one of the perenve Dut by the 
thwarting of the child's expansiveness and spoutancity and by the 
consequent anxiety" (rean of Freedom,p. 153). 


Anthropologists have criticisea tac Oedipus complex y pointing out that 
in societies with different family structures this conflice ‘s unknown 
and if the conflict isn't universal it can't be sns*inctual. iven just 
looking at our own society, says Fromm , the 06٥ت‎ contlict ~5 not 
instinctual but. neurotic. Tae child who isn't unconditioualsy loved by his 


“ate 


developing naturally(i.c. ina specifically htu -reLationsaip to others) 
would be a generous,creative and loving person, Other orientations = 
towards the world --conformity,the wish to submit or the wish to 

dominate-- are not as Freud suggested the result of libido being fixed at a 
particular erogenous zore but are defences against a basic anxiety. ~ ۳ے‎ 


Freud saw man's nature as anti-social. In his model of the psyche the id 
contains the instinctual drives --sex and aggressior;tne superego is 
civilization introjected ty the child via the parecuts. The superego 
represses; the ego sublimates. Affection,for Freud,wouiu be aim-*nhibited 
sexuality. His view of man was the same as the util tazians(and Hobbes.) 

--a egoistic atomized individual-- with the difference that sexual 
gratification not economic gain was the driving fercc. From and Honey(and 
Marx) saw man's nature as social,or good vo use a moral term. This was what 
was specifically human about rian and when he acted in on anti-social 
manner he was alienated from his potential or essence. 


Fromm called man "the freak of the universe". H> is part of nature and yet 
separate from it. Unlike other animals,he is not drive. by instinct but 
acts of reason,and kis reason makes him aware that in comparison to the 
universe he is a speck in time end space. He ic aware of lita inevitable 
death and aware of his isolation and vulnevabiiity ^n a potentially hostile 
world. Isolation means weakness,which increases the possibility of 
destruction and this gives rise to anxiety. -he central probiem for Fromm 
is the way in which men overcome separation and achieve unity witu the 
world and other men. The human awareness of mor ality anî. of insignificance 
in the face of the universe is an existential problem which each age 
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attempts to solve by its central religion or philosophy,that is,by postulating 
a purpose behind the universe and adopting a morality that makes man part of 
the purpose and therefore part of the universe. Unity with other men is a 
social and historical problem which man can overcome by re-arranging his 
society. جوا‎ | | | 


Like Freud Fromm stresses the importance of early relationships with the parents 
for producing the adult attitude towards others. If the child is rejected or 
only conditionally accepted he is left with a feeling of basic anxiety Op fear 
of the world. He is léft with a feeling of unworthiness and depends an others to 
assuage this feeling. The failure to make relationships with others gives rise 
not only to anxiety but to guilt and shame and an attempt to drown this by 
recourse to alcodhélism,drug addition or complusive sex. The kinds of relation- 
ships that might be adopted are various,conformity end submussion or domination 
being the main ones. These relationships might be considered normal depending 

on the society,but for Fromm they are distortions of man's essence. 


Fromm is more.interested in social character,that is the character structure 
that members of a given society share, than in individual variations from it. 
Before discussing the connection between social character and society I'll look 
at Marx's materialist view of history. One of the problems of Marxism is the 
relationship between economic and other factors in society. Marx saw society as 
a set of social relations. The fundamental social relation, the one that largely _ 


determined the others,was the relations men enter into to produce wealth. Slave 


and slave-owner,peasant and lord,wage-slave and capitelist are relationships 
that depend on the level of the means of production and in turn determine. the 
political,social,religious and even sexual relations of a society. But political 
power,religious ideas and so on act back on the economic base and can influence 
the way society evolves. Marx developed his materialist conception of history at 
atime when an idealist version of history was prevalent. Talking here of the 
Young Hegelians Marx said that they "consider conceptions, thoughts,ideas,in fact 
all the products of ccnsciousness,to which they attribute an independent 
existence as the real chains of men'(German Ideology, pp.5-6). I don't think it 
was Marx's intention to replace a one-sided idealist interpretation with a one- 
sided materialist interpretation, although the emphasis is on the economic 
factor. I think he would have wished his materialism to be.a heuristic device 
rather than a dogma: | +e 3 


"ampirical observation must in each separate instance bring out hie 
empirically,and without any mystification and speculation, the | 
connection of the social and political structure with production. The 
social. structure and the state, are continually evolving out of the 
life. process of definite individuals,but of individuàls,nöt as they 
may appear in their own or other people's imagination but as they — 
really are;i.e. as they are effective,prouuce materiaily,and are 
active under definite waterial limits, presuppositions and ہے‎ 
conditions and conditions independent of their will'(Ibid,p.13). 


Although ideas act back on. thé economic :base as well as reflect it and only by 

empirical observation oi a specific situation can one disentangle the forces at 
work and the way they interact with another,nevertheless it is correct, | 

generally speaking,to stress the primacy of the economic. base. To do otherwise 

could lead to the idea of history as a series of unconnected incidents, 


Fromm accepts Marx's materialism but he wants to use psychology as a link 
between the economic base aud the ideological superstructure. As man makes his 
own history,even if blindly,one must understand how:he experiences socio- 
economic change to understand his reactions in the form of his religion and 
ideas. Talking of his book foar of Freedom Fromm says: "Throughout this book we 
have dealt with the interrelation of socio-economic ¿psychological and ideo- 
logical factors by analyzing certain historical periods like the age of the 
Reformation anc the contemporary cra''(p.239). In this book Fromm looks at the 
Reformation in Europe and examines the change produced in social character by 
the change from feudalism to capitalism and how this was expressed by 


protestantism, 


Within feudalism there was little concept of the individual. Production was 


static and there was little chance of a person increasing his wealth by — “3 
individual effort. His life wes a cycle of activities dictated by nature and by 
custom. He was born into a caste and he died in it. The Church guided Ui MARDE 
through life and taught him he was the centre of the universe,and in a sense 


he was, He lived in a small self-sufficient community with production for use or 
for small local markets. | 


The development of trade and the growth of cities as centres of industrial and 
merchant capital disrupted this social order: 


"Now with the beginning of capitalism all Haske of society started to 
move. There ceased to be a fixed place in the economic order which 
could be considered a natural, an unquestionable one. The individual was 
left aloneseverything depends on his own effort,not on the security of 
his traditional status'(p.50). 

Capital "had ceased to be a servant and become a master. Assuming a 
separate and independent vitality it claimed the right...to dictate 
economic organization in accordance with its own exacting 
requirements"(p.50). 


Commodity production and the market replaced the self-sufficient community. | 
Production which had once been regulated by Church and guild rules now obeyed the 
impersonal dictates of the market. The new class of capitalists developing in the 
towns demanded the right to conduct their own affairs and to make and enforce 
their own laws free from the interference of Church and feudal lord. The develop- 
ment of capitalism freed men from the bonds of tradition and from servility to 
their feudal lords. For the urban traders and small artisans economic freedom 
meant competition. An impersonal market,beyond their control,replaced the small 
local market. Freedom from feudal ties also meant insecurity,doubt and uncertainty. 
Calvin's doctrine of predestination reflected the market situation where good | 
works in themselves were no guarantee of salvation. The traits necessary for the 
primitive accumulation of capital --hard work,thrift and suspicion of pleasure-- 
as well as hostility arising out of isolation all found their place in puritan 
Calvinism. These traits were a response by the urban middle class to the situation 
they found themselves in. By the process described they became part of the social 
character of the middle class. 


The social character,says Fromm, "comprises only a selection of traits, the 
essential nucleus of a character structure of most members of a group,which has 
developed as the result of the basic experiences and mode of life common to that 
group'(p.239). This is transmitted to future generations by the family who 
"transmit to the child what we may call the psychological atmosphere or the 
spirit of a society just by being as they are --namely representatives of this very 
spirit. The family thus may be considered to be the psychological agent of 
society"(p. 245). People with this social character by pursuing aims rooted in 
their character push society in certain directions. The new directions may re- 
inforce the original character structure which in turn reinforces the new 
directions and so on, 


"Behaviour is not a matter of conscious decision as to whether or not to 
follow the social pattern,but one of wanting to act as they have to act 
and at the same time finding gratification in acting according to the 
requirements of the culture" (The Sane Society,p.79). 


This might seem a very determinist picture but no more so than Marx's. What was said 
about his materialist concept of history as a general picture and also the need for 
empirical. studies of specific situations applies also to Fromm. Also, the element of 
functionalism in Marx and Fromm is within the framework of a conflict model of 
society. Aims and ideas can be changed by conflict with other conflicting aims and 
ideas,or individuals or groups may weave together elements from different ideas to 
produce a new set of beliefs. Neither Marx nor Fromm took the behaviourist view of 
man as a passive creature who merely responded to the stimuliof the external world. 
Fromm says of man: "he is not a blank sheet of paper on which culture writes its 

` text. Needs like freedom are inherent in his nature''(The Sane Society,p.81). Marx 
might seem to contradict this when he says: "but the essence of man is no abstract- 
ion inherent in each separate individual. In its reality it is the ensemble of 
social relations'(Theses on Feuerbach). But for Fromm as well as Marx man's nature is 
social. All men are born into social groups and by their biological nature are 
dependent on the group for years after their birth. Man's beliefs are founded in his 
experience of the world and this is largely experience of other people,of relation- 
ships;hence his experience,and therefore what he is,is the "ensemble of his social 
relations". 


Both Fromm and Marx use the concept of alienation. And for both of them man is 
‘alienated not only from other men,i.e. alienated from his own social nature,he is 


also alienated from his own productive potential. Fromm's use cf the word A 
"essence" really means potential. Fromm and Marx both want man's potential to come 
into existence. | y 


Ken Young» 
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... "WELL, the youngsters here willbe all 
the fresher fcr school when the summer 
gets over and they have to go back again." 

"Sehcol?"he said;"yes.what dc you mean 
by that word?I don't sec how it can have 

anything to do with children.We talk, 
indeed,of a school of herring,and 4 school 
of painting,and in the former sense We 
might talk cf a schocl ol children-but 
otherwise,"said he, laughing! tmust own 
myself beaten." 

Hang it! thought I,I can't open mymouth 
wi trout digging up some new complexity.1 
wouldn't try to set my friend right in DAES 
etymclogy;and I thought Ibad best say 
nothing about the boy-farus whichl had 
been used to call schools,as Ll saw pretty 
clearly that they had disappeared; and sc 
Isaid after a little fumbling, "kL was using 
the word in the sense of a system of 
education." 

'Tducation?"said he,meditatively, ۹7 
enough Latin tc know that the word must 
come fromteducere',to lead out;andl have 
heard it used;but I have never met anybody 

; who could give me a clear explanation of 

. what it means." 

3 You may imagine how my new friends fell 
in my esteem when I heard this frank | 
avowal;and I said,rather conuc..psuocusly, 
"Well,education means a system of teaching 
young people." 

"Why not old people also?"gaid he with a 
twinkle in his eye."But, "he went on, 7 i Oak 
assure you our children learn, whether 
they go through a'system of teaching’or not... 


This is a short extract from WILLIAM MORRIS! 
"News from Nowhere" which first appeared in 
"The Commonweal" journal of the Socialist 
League in 1890. 
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